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Scope and Aim of the Journal

• The Journal is a multidisciplinary journal that

intends to provide global investigators with an

open forum to disseminate important new

information in:

– Experimental Medicine

– Translational and Clinical Medicine

– Public Health

– Veterinary Medicine



A Brief History of the Journal

1987 Journal of Nanjing Medical 

University

First published biannually

Changed to quarterly in 2002 and 

bimonthly in 2003 until 2010

25 volumes, 78 issues



A Brief History of the Journal

2010 The Journal of Biomedical Research

Published bimonthly in print

E-edition accessible via Elsevier

ScienceDirect  by subscription

7 volumes, 38 issues



A Brief History of the Journal

05.2012 Current contents available 

electronically at new journal 

website

Early release articles available

01.2013 OA: Entire journal contents 

available at PubMed Central and 

journal website

Hosting by ScienceDirect 

discontinued



A Brief History of the Journal

01.2016 NJMU, China and CBNU, South Korea

joined forces to co-develop the Journal



Journal Article Types

• The Journal currently publishes 7 article 

types: 

– Editorial

– Perspective

– Commentary

– Review articles

– Original articles

– Case reports

– Letter to the editors



The Editorial Team

• Editor-in-Chief

– Dr. Qi Chen, Professor and Chancellor, Nanjing

Medical University.

• Associate Editors-in-Chief

– Dr. Yeo-Pyo Yun, President, Chungbuk National

University, Cheongju, Korea

– Dr. Hongbing Shen, Professor and President,

Nanjing Medical University

• Executive Editor

– Dr. Bo Cui, Professor, Nanjing Medical University



The Editorial Team

• Deputy Editors-in-Chief

– Dr. Jacques Bradwejn, University of Ottawa,

Canada

– Dr. Kyung Chul Choi, CBNU, S. Korea

– Dr. Hong Liu, UC Davis, USA.

• Managing Editor

– Dr. Jin Bu, NJMU, China



The Editorial Team

19 editors:

China  5

Canada 2

India 1

S. Korea        7

UK 1

USA    3

Three offices:

Nanjing, China  

Cheongju, Korea

Sacramento, USA



The Editorial Board

The Journal has a 104-member editorial board from

16 countries or regions.
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The Editorial Board
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Peer Review

• Accuracy

• Novelty

• Importance

• Ethics



A Diverse Pool of Peer Reviewers
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Peer Review



Ethical Standards

• Conflicts of interests

• Declarations of Helsinki

• Guidelines regarding experimental use of 

animals and human subjects

• Clinical trial registrations



Ethical Standards



Internationally Diverse Authorships

2012 2015
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Rising Cumulative Downloads 

Data sources: ScienceDirect and PMC
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Coverage in Emerging Sources Citation Index

• The Journal was covered for Emerging

Sources Citation Index by Thomson

Reuters in November, 2015.



The Journal is indexed for

– ESCI

– PubMed

– SCOPUS

– Google Scholar

– Chinese Science Citation Database (CDCS)

– Copernicus Index



Continuous improvement in citation

Science Direct

PMC



Rising Journal Impact in terms of 
Impact Factor

Courtesy of NJMU Library
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Rising Journal Impact in terms of 
Impact Factor

Publication year
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Continued improvement in ranking



Rising Journal Impact in terms of Standing 
in Citing Categories in Web of Science

• Journal standing >80% in 5 of top 6 citing

categories in Web of Science in 2015

JBR-2014

JBR-2013

Graph courtesy of Thomson Reuters
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IF Cites

2010 0.035 2

2011 0 0

2012 0.1 10

2013 0.34 17

2014 0.33 17

2015 0.40 22

Current Year Impact Factor
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Top 20 citing sources

Courtesy of NJMU Library



China Best Academic Journal Award

December, 2015



Where Do We Stand in Chinese Biomedical Journals?
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Improved Standing in China Medical 
Journals Tracked by SCOPUS

• The Journal has become a top journal in

China in the category of Medicine (misc.)

according to Scopus

J Biomed Res Chin Med J

J Zhejiang 

University Sci B

2010 59 31 3 1

2011 59 12 3 1

2012 60 8 5 1

2013 60 8 6 3

2014 57 3 6 4



Where Do We Stand in Chinese Medical Journals?
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Timeliness

The Journal maintains a timely publication

of both the paper and electronic journal by

publishing the printed copy on the last day

of odd-numbered months. The electronic

journal goes online simultaneously.



Timeliness

To shorten the wait time between acceptance and

publication, the Journal launched early online

publications in May 2012. Now journal content is

available in both on journal website and PMC.



Timeliness

• Average editor turn around time from initial

submission to editor decision is 35 days

(2010: 68.71 days and 2015: 35 days).

• Average editor turn around time from

revision submission to editor decision is 46

(2010: 86 and 2015: 46) days.

• Average editor turn around time from initial

submission to publication is 4-6 months.



International Editorial Conventions



Building a High Impact Journal 

•SCI

•MEDLINE

Improve coverage by international databases 



Building a High Impact Journal 

Improve editorial content by focusing on:

– Basic Medicine

Pharmacology and Toxicology

Molecular Biology and Genetics

Immunology

– Translational and Clinical Medicine

Cardiovascular  Medicine

Molecular Epidemiology of Cancer

Reproductive Medicine

Infectious Diseases

– Public Health

– Veterinary Medicine



Building a High Impact Journal 

Actively recruit high impact articles



Building a High Impact Journal

Offer better author services



Building a High Impact Journal

Offer better author/readers services



Building a High Impact Journal 

Improve journal profile by promoting the journal 

on social media

•Twitter

•Facebook

•DXY

•Wechat



Building a High Impact Journal 

Improve journal profile by promoting interacting

with Chinese scientists and the global

community



Thomson Reuters Meeting, Beijing

April 2013, Beijing



Building a High Impact Journal 

Proactive



Current Efforts

– Build high impact content.

– Broaden sources of authorship.

– Promote journal brand and boost readership.

– Coverage in Web of Science

– Coverage in MEDLINE



Thank you!


